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Do I need a license to fish in the marine park? 

Fishing licences are required for some recreational fishing activities in the marine park. Statewide recreational 

fishing rules apply in the general use, pearling and whale conservation zones (trawling prohibited in whale 

conservation zone). For the most up to date rules and regulations, please visit fish.wa.gov.au. 

What is customary fishing? 

Customary fishing is defined as fishing by an Aboriginal person for personal, domestic, ceremonial, educational 

or non-commercial communal needs. Customary fishing respects customary law and tradition, which includes 

fishing only where the person has a connection or permission from Traditional Owners of that area. Customary 

fishers are not required to hold a recreational fishing licence, however fishing rules that protect fish stocks and 

marine habitat still apply. 

What are the zones in Lalang-gaddam Marine Park? 

General Use Zones allow for a wide range of 

recreational and commercial uses. Recreational 

fishing is permitted. 

Special Purpose Zones (Cultural Protection) protect 

areas of great cultural significance. Dambeemangarddee 

people have used, relied on, enjoyed and protected 

Country for thousands of years and continue to do so 

today. Recreational fishing is permitted ONLY as part 

of an authorised tour. 

While cultural and heritage values apply across the whole 

marine park, customary activities are more likely to be 

carried out in these zones. Visitors and users of the 

marine park are asked to respect Traditional Owners' 

requests for privacy while they are undertaking customary 

activities. 

Special Purpose Zones (Biocultural Conservation) 

protect ecologically and culturally important marine 

ecosystems such as reefs and jindirm (mangroves). 

Low impact recreational and commercial activities are 

currently allowed but will continue to be reviewed to 

ensure biocultural values are maintained. Recreational 

fishing is permitted. 

Special purpose zone (whale conservation) protects 

humpback whales that use the area for calving, 

nursing and resting. Recreational fishing is 

permitted. 
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For up to date rules and 

regulations, visit fish.wa.gov.au 

Special purpose zone (wilderness conservation) 

conserves marine biodiversity and aims to preserve a 

near-natural condition of the ecosystem and habitat. 

Restricted recreational fishing is permitted. 

Special Purpose Zones (recreation and conservation) 

protect ecologically and culturally important marine 

ecosystems, including jindirm (mangrove), waddaroo 

(coral) reef and intertidal communities. Recreational 

fishing is permitted. 

Special purpose zone (pearling) recognises the long 

history and importance of pearling in this area. Access 

is open however please do not interfere with pearling 

operations. Recreational fishing is permitted. 

Sanctuary Zones are 'look but don't take' areas which 

provide the highest level of protection for marine 

habitats and wildlife. Recreational and commercial 

fishing is not permitted. 

https://www.fish.wa.gov.au/
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https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-09/watching-whales-information-guide.pdf


https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/mediaFiles/marine/MAC_G_Boating_Horizonal_Falls.pdf


Can I visit the land? 

Dambimangari Aboriginal Corporation holds 
Exclusive Possession Native 
water mark on islands and 
adjacent to the marine park. 

Title above the high­
much of the coast 

You must apply for a Dambimangari Visitor Pass at 
www.dambimangari.com.au to visit these lands. 
Due to cultural reasons, some sites may be closed 
occasionally. Please check the Location Schedule on 
the website and respect cultural protocols and access 
restrictions. 

Some areas will also require a free Aboriginal Land 
Trust Permit (ALT) from www.dlph.wa.gov.au/entry 

permits which can only be obtained after an 
approved Dambimangari Visitor Pass. Obtain all 
permits and download evidence offline before you 
depart, as there is no reliable reception or internet 
throughout the marine park. 

Stone arrangements. Photo: Kim Doohan, DAC. 

Respecting Country 

Dambeemangarddee and DBCA 
� 
leave no trace 

AUSTRALIA 

Parks and Wildlife Service are working in partnership 
to conserve Lalang-gaddam Saltwater Country for 
future generations. To respect culture and Country: 

• Acknowledge Dambeemangarddee people as the
Traditional Owners

• Do not touch, move or collect cultural objects,
including spearheads, shells, artefacts, skeletal
material or rocks

• Avoid all burial places and stone arrangements
• Follow anchorage guidelines
• Know your zones and fish for the future
• Do not walk on exposed coral reefs
• Being safe when visiting
• Tread lightly & Leave No Trace - remove

everything you bring to country. 

Crocodile resting on mangrove bank in Glenelg River Dirindja Sanctuary. 

Photo: Ellen D'Cruz, D BCA. 

Be Crocwise 

Goiyoiya (estuarine crocodiles) live in the marine 
park, inhabiting creeks, rivers, tidal areas, along 
beaches, offshore areas far from the coast, and in 
both fresh and salt water. 

If your vessel is approached by a crocodile, take 
immediate action to move away from the animal and 
maintain a safe separation distance. 

It is an offence to interfere, lure or feed crocodiles. 
If you observe a crocodile demonstrating dangerous 
behaviour, or people interfering with crocodiles, 
please report details to Parks and Wildlife Service 
Broome on (08) 9195 5500. 

Croes are common 

Croes move around 

Croes are deadly 

Further information 

DBCA Parks and Wildlife Service 

West Kimberley District 

(08) 9195 5500
broome@dbca.wa.gov.au
111 Herbert Street, Broome WA 6725
dbca.wa.gov.au 

Department of Primary Industry and Regional 

Development - Broome Office 

(08) 9193 8600
fish.wa.gov.au 

Dambimangari Aboriginal Corporation 

(08) 9115 2000 
reception@dambi.org.au
dambimangari.com.au 

dambimangari Lalang-gaddam 
Marine Park 
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