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Do I need a license to fish in the marine park? 

Fishing licences are required for some recreational fishing activities in the marine park. Statewide recreational 

fishing rules apply in the general use, pearling and whale conservation zones (trawling prohibited in whale 

conservation zone). For the most up to date rules and regulations, please visit fish.wa.gov.au. 

What is customary fishing? 

Customary fishing is defined as fishing by an Aboriginal person for personal, domestic, ceremonial, educational 

or non-commercial communal needs. Customary fishing respects customary law and tradition, which includes 

fishing only where the person has a connection or permission from Traditional Owners of that area. Customary 

fishers are not required to hold a recreational fishing licence, however fishing rules that protect fish stocks and 

marine habitat still apply. 

What are the zones in Lalang-gaddam Marine Park? 

General Use Zones allow for a wide range of 

recreational and commercial uses. Recreational 

fishing is permitted. 

Special Purpose Zones (Cultural Protection) protect 

areas of great cultural significance. Dambeemangarddee 

people have used, relied on, enjoyed and protected 

Country for thousands of years and continue to do so 

today. Recreational fishing is permitted ONLY as part 

of an authorised tour. 

While cultural and heritage values apply across the whole 

marine park, customary activities are more likely to be 

carried out in these zones. Visitors and users of the 

marine park are asked to respect Traditional Owners' 

requests for privacy while they are undertaking customary 

activities. 

Special Purpose Zones (Biocultural Conservation) 

protect ecologically and culturally important marine 

ecosystems such as reefs and jindirm (mangroves). 

Low impact recreational and commercial activities are 

currently allowed but will continue to be reviewed to 

ensure biocultural values are maintained. Recreational 

fishing is permitted. 

Special purpose zone (whale conservation) protects 

humpback whales that use the area for calving, 

nursing and resting. Recreational fishing is 

permitted. 

recfishwest II I . • 

� I : 

For up to date rules and 

regulations, visit fish.wa.gov.au 

Special purpose zone (wilderness conservation) 

conserves marine biodiversity and aims to preserve a 

near-natural condition of the ecosystem and habitat. 

Restricted recreational fishing is permitted. 

Special Purpose Zones (recreation and conservation) 

protect ecologically and culturally important marine 

ecosystems, including jindirm (mangrove), waddaroo 

(coral) reef and intertidal communities. Recreational 

fishing is permitted. 

Special purpose zone (pearling) recognises the long 

history and importance of pearling in this area. Access 

is open however please do not interfere with pearling 

operations. Recreational fishing is permitted. 

Sanctuary Zones are 'look but don't take' areas which 

provide the highest level of protection for marine 

habitats and wildlife. Recreational and commercial 

fishing is not permitted. 
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